EDITORIAL / YBOOAHUK

Dear and Honorable Colleagues,

For us at the Serbian Archives of Medicine, the beginning of 2021 is a time to first and fore-
most thank our reviewers whose help was invaluable at an unprecedented time for mankind.
The majority of us have never had such an experienced in our lives. Although fighting for their
patients’ lives, exhausted for months and even hospitalized due to COVID-19, they would still
reply to emails and process reviews for the Serbian Archives of Medicine, showing an admirable
collegiality despite all professional and personal misfortunes. We are convinced their dedication
was part of their noble mission to help the 148 year-long tradition of the Serbian Medical Society
and its official journal stand the cruel test of time that spared no one.

We are deeply indebted to our international reviewers as well, for their respective corners of the
world may have suffered differently depending on the time of the year, but devastatingly facing
the same consequences eventually. Yet, time and again, medicine and science showed that they
know no borders in the most inspiring of ways.

Back in January 2020 (Srp Arh Celok Lek 2020 Jan-Feb;148(1-2):6-9), I tried to raise our
readership’s awareness of burnout, a work-related syndrome, which has nowadays reached an
epidemic level, and therefore has been recognized by the World Health Organization. My aware-
ness of the problem among our doctors was a result of 40 years in pedagogy - as a Professor of
Gross Anatomy at Belgrade University’s Faculty of Medicine and visiting professor at the Faculty
of Pharmacy (Belgrade, Serbia) and Georgetown University’s School of Medicine (Washington
DC, USA) - and I still deem further burnout-related research in Serbia sorely needed.

Unfortunately, the March 2020 outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic made us all fight for nothing
but mere survival. So many lives were lost both here and worldwide, and so many more irrevers-
ibly changed. Serbia is grieving its fallen frontline healthcare workers and is sadly yet to face all
the burdens of later complications, as the rest of the planet did. But, we expect all involved in
healthcare to keep researching and endeavoring to diminish both acute and chronic losses, for
all our casualties are far from fully counted and accounted for. We, at the Serbian Archives of
Medicine, aiming to help our readers with timely scientific content, processed and offered expe-
dited publication of all COVID-19 related papers of both national and international authors with
the highest priority. I would like to take this opportunity to apologize to all other authors whose
manuscripts got delayed in the process, due to that reason.
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Finally, we owe special gratitude to reviewers who con-
tributed the most in 2020. Ranked as the first, second and
the third review winner due to slight differences in the
number of reviews they did in 2020 are the following: the
first being professor Nevena Kalezi¢ [University of Bel-
grade, Faculty of Medicine, (UBFM), University Clinical
Center of Serbia, Belgrade, Serbia], the 2nd, Professor
Slobodan Savi¢ (UBFM, Institute of Forensic Medicine
“Milovan Milovanovi¢”, Belgrade, Serbia), and the third
one is shared between professors Nensi Lali¢ (University
of Novi Sad, Faculty of Medicine, Institute for Pulmonary
Diseases of Vojvodina, Novi Sad, Serbia), Ivan Palibrk
(UBFM, University Clinical Centre of Serbia, Belgrade
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Serbia) and Ljubomir Todorovi¢ (University of Belgrade,
School of Dental Medicine, Belgrade Serbia).

We hope the 2020 experience of adversity, availability
of new vaccines worldwide, and more social solidarity will
help us soon embrace the “new normal” in a serene and

happier way.

Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Gordana Teofilovski-Parapid, M.D., Ph.D.
Honorary President, International Committee of
Symposia on Morphological Sciences President,
European Federation for Experimental Morphology
University of Belgrade, Faculty of Medicine
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