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ABSTRACT
Boleslas Matuszewski, born in 1856, was a pioneer in medical 

film-making. He worked simultaneously on improving his mov-
ie camera, film-making, collecting film documentation, and the 
idea of establishing an archive of medical films. Although his 
first attempts at filming and showing surgical operations didn’t 
gain widespread approval, he was not discouraged, and suc-
ceeded in garnering support from a number of French doctors, 
who realised the importance of his ideas, not only in filming 
and forming medical film documentation, but also in the use of 
film for educative purposes. His visionary ideas gained accep-
tance when Dr. Doyen, on the occasion of the 66th Conven-
tion of the British Medical Society, in 1898, used film material 
as part of his lecture. Shortly afterwards, the Medical Academy 

took steps to show certain operative techniques, which rep-
resented both the confirmation and fruition of Matuszewski’s 
ideas about filmmaking and the establishment of an archive 
of medical films.
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