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SCREENING METHODS OF OVARIAN CANCER IN ADULTS
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ABSTRACT
Ovarian cancer is associated with high mortality rate which 

has improved a little despite therapeutic advances. It causes 
more deaths than combined cervical and uterine cancer. High 
mortality is believed to be a direct result of already advanced 
stage at the time of diagnosis. Survival is excellent in case of 
early stage disease but poor in late stage disease, regardless of 
histology. The goal of screening for ovarian cancer is restrict-
ed to detection of asymptomatic early stage disease, as precur-
sor lesions of ovarian cancer have not been identified. At pres-
ent, there is no reliable method of ovarian cancer screening 
which has been shown to reduce mortality from ovarian can-
cer. Therefore, routine screening of women in general popula-

tion can not be currently advised. Screening should be limited 
to high-risk population and subjects participating in research 
projects as long as the results of current studies are available.
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