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TABELA 1.
TABLE 1. Clinical features in the human figure drawing.

Clinical features Graphical features of the drawing

D
ia

gn
os

ti
c 

ca
te

go
ry

Neurosis (general, anxiosus, hysterical and obsessive)

figure drawn in the corner or very close to paper edge
mala figura
small figure

drawing with many details

eye resembling to button

weak figure line

discontinued line of the drawing

Depression

fragile figure

figure with few details

head without mouth

sitting or lying figure

figure at the bottom edge of the paper

Schizophrenia

thin figure

confusion of en face and profile

disproportional figure details

visibility of internal organs

body limit discontinued

Psycho-organic disorders

trembling line of the drawing

face without features

trunk simplified or absent

human figure as drawn by pre-school children

drawing is sloppy, spotty or untidy

Alcoholism

zdepasto telo
square-built body

unclear lines of the drawing

Pe
rs

on
al

it
y 

fe
at

ur
es Paranoid feature

enlarged figure

ear over-emphasized only

eye over-emphasized only

written comment follows the drawing

Aggressiveness

repetition of details

tightly closed fists

teeth on the drawing

fingers on the extremities

S
i

m
p

to
m

i
Sy

m
pt

om
s

Motor deficiency

strikingly drawn arms

absence of an arm

strikingly drawn legs

absence of a leg
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nih ispitanika.

TABELA 2.
TABLE 2. Sociodemographic features of the sample investigated by Machover Test.

Sociodemographic feature

Grupa ispitanika
Group of subjects

Eksperimentalna grupa
Experimental group

Kontrolna
grupa

Control group

Ukupno
TotalIzbeglice

Refugees

Somatski 
traumatizovane 

osobe

Somatically 
traumatized 

persons
f % f % f % f %

Sex
Male

Female

Age

20 years and younger 4

21-30 years 8 58

31-50 years 5

50 years and over

Marital status
Married

Not married

Family status
Living alone 45

Living with partner/ family member

Education

Elementary 8

Secondary

College and university degree 8

TABELA 3.
TABLE 3. General psychopathological features of the human figure drawing in the group of somatically traumatised subjects.

Opšte psihopatološko

qudske figure

General psychopathological
feature of the human
figure drawing

Frekvencije i procenti prisustva

Frequencies and percentage of drawing
features in tested groups Broj

stepena 
slobode

Freedom 
degree

Vredno-
2

Values
of 2

Stepen

Degree of 
statistical 

significance

Izbeglice

Refugees

Somatski 
traumatizovane 

osobe

Somatically 
traumatized 

persons

Netraumati-
zovane osobe

Non-traumatized 
persons

f % f % f %

Thickened line of the drawing 41.9

Unclear medium line of the drawing 19.4

Absence of an arm or a leg 22.6



Paraplegia
DRAWING 3. Absence of an arm or a leg, drawing of a disabled soldier 
from the Republic of Srpska with diagnosis of “Paraplegia”.

DRAWING 2. Unclear medium line on the drawing of a wounded sub-
ject with spinal injury, declared I category invalid.

DRAWING 1. Human figure with thickened lines, indicating (as well as 
shading or absence of line) jeopardised body scheme, which is by this 
feature either denied or emphasized. It is the drawing of a 43 year-old 
person with the injured leg.

TABELA 4.
TABLE 4. Diagnostic features of the human figure drawing in three groups of subjects.

qudske figure

Clinical feature of the human 
figure drawing

Frequencies and percentage of the presence of
features of the drawings in tested groups Broj

stepena
slobode

Freedom 
degree

Vredno-

Values
of χ2

Stepen

Degree of 
statistical 

significance

Izbeglice

Refugees

Somatski 
traumatizovane 

osobe

Somatically 
traumatized 

persons

Netraumati-
zovane osobe

Non-traumatized 
subjects

f % f % f %

Motor deficiency 5 16.1

Aggressiveness 23.9
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griteta ispitanika.

glase.
je

acting-out

pokreta.

DRAWING 5. Aggressiveness as a personality feature on the drawing 
of a refugee from the Republic of  Srpska Krajina, whose property was 
completely destroyed in war conflict. 

Paraplegia
DRAWING 4. Motor deficiency on the drawing of a 38-year-old sub-
ject injured in a traffic accident, disabled, diagnosed with “Paraplegia” 
and subsequently treated.
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ABSTRACT
Machover Human Figure Test was used to investigate eight 

clinical features in five diagnostic categories (neurosis, depres-
sion, schizophrenia, paranoid feature and aggressiveness) and 
one symptom (motor deficiency) through graphical features 
of human figure drawing. The test involved 201 subjects, out 
of whom 109 were refugees from refugee camp in Krnjača, 31 
somatically traumatized patients from the Orthopedic Clinic, 
Clinical Center of Serbia, Belgrade, and 61 subjects from Bel-
grade denying any traumatic experience whatsoever. The fol-
lowing was determined in three tested sub-groups:

– Out of general psychopathological features, “thickened 
line of the drawing”, “unclear medium line of the drawing” and 
“absence of an arm or a leg” were significantly most frequent 
in the group of somatically traumatized subjects, thus support-

ing the hypothesis that Machover Test examined projective 
aspects of disorder of the body scheme experience. 
– Out of eight diagnostic categories, only “motor deficiency” 
was significantly different – of course, in the group of somati-
cally traumatized subjects, while “aggressiveness” was different 
in the group of refugees. 
Key words: Human Figure Test (Machover Test), refugees, so-
matically traumatized, body scheme, diagnostic categories
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